
IT’S HARD TO FEEL SHINY IN THE RAIN 

Hello Everyone! 
This month’s newsletter is an update on the situation at Sahel Academy. As some of you 
would know Niamey, the capital city of Niger, was 
inundated with floods in the month of September causing 
wide spread damage. 
 
What’s been happening? 
Last years’ theme for the year was ‘see us shine’, and one 
of the students painted this on a storage shed… one of the 
first things you see as you enter the Sahel campus. This 
years’ theme is “We shine for Him” Psalm 115:1 “Not to us, 
O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the 
sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.” 
 

Preparing for the flood everything was moved three feet up, sand bagged and pumps at the ready! 

Unfortunately, the next night I received word that the water had broken down one of the 
walls and it came in like a torrent, we had done everything that we could do.  
Below is an extract from a letter sent to the families of students who attend the school: 
 
“[On August 8] we began the school year with great anticipation. We praised God for His greatness and showing us again his 
power and strength and love as he had called and brought so many needed staff for this school year. It was miraculous! 
Completely out of our ability alone to make happen. Remember that? 
Today, our hearts ache! They are not filled with the same emotions of that day two weeks ago. The Sahel Academy campus is 
under water. 
The part of the city where our school is located, has been protected by a dike, holding back the Niger river. Heavier than 
normal rains in the regions upriver have lead to flooding in the city. Yesterday, the river crested at a new record high since 
records began almost 90 years ago, and the dike gave way. 
The reality is…that due to the dike being broken in many places, the Sahel Campus is now part of the Niger river waters. The 
river height will be above the floor levels of most all our buildings until March or April of next year. The campus will be 
unusable until after that time. When the river levels drop, we pray that the dike will be completely redone, better than ever. 
Then we would plan to be able to return our school to its campus. In the mean time, what do we do? The questions far 
surpass our abilities to come up with answers….” 



We held a worship service after the flood. With a heavy heart we sing It Is Well With My Soul 
and Blessed Be the Name of the LORD, the second verse from Blessed be the Name takes on a 
whole new meaning: “When I’m found in the desert place, Though I walk through the 
wilderness, Blessed be your name.” During the worship, someone points out how pretty the 
river was from here, I struggle to see its beauty though, in my heart it looks big and mean. 

Above: Worship service, the river outside, and our reception before and after. 

The Clean Up and Rescue Operation 
Below are some pictures of the rescue operation that involved everyone working so hard to 
save our furniture, books, and everything else. The trucks, utes, and vans came in what 
seemed like an endless stream from the school. We arranged the small goods from the school 
so that each teacher will be able to easily finds their things. The task is huge, and my helpers 
are AMAZING, thank God for this group of crazy, lovely people that are so willing to serve! 

Above: the rescue operation, packing it all away, primary school and secondary storage  
Below: Water at the gate, packing turns silly in the drama department, water pouring in. 

As I watched the rain I held my emotions in check... or tried to. I thought of our theme for the 
year, and I talked with God about how it’s not easy to be shiny in the rain. When you’re cold 
and your clothes are sticking to you, and your hair is plastered to your face, it’s not fun.  
 



I remembered how exciting this new place was, 
how beautiful the school campus was, and how 
much effort had gone into making it that way... 
and how now it was all gone. I thought of this 
scene… even our shiny mural is tainted by the 
lake that has become our school.  
I admit that I was asking God (and not for the 
first time) what he was thinking? Why was I 
here? How does this fit His plan?  
The answer that came was not an easy pill to 
swallow. “It is not for you to know the mind of 
God.” Ouch! 
But this also came… “I am the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever” “the steadfast love of the 
LORD endures” and the scriptures that were such 
a comfort in the first few days after the flood: 

Isaiah 41:9-10 
I took you from the ends of the earth, 
from its farthest corners I called you. 
I said, ‘You are my servant’; 
I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 
10 So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 
 Psalm 29:10-11 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
the LORD is enthroned as King forever. 
The LORD gives strength to his people; 
the LORD blesses his people with peace. 

 

Isaiah 43:2 
"When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you;  
and when you pass through the rivers,  
they will not sweep over you." 

 
So where are we at now? 

Schooling has resumed as we had hoped on the 
17th of Sep. on two separate campuses close 
together in a higher part of town. I find that the  
children quiet my soul, bring me joy,  and return  
 
 
my shine. I am reminded that they are the reason I 
am here, and we give thanks to our Father.  
 

Pictures from top: Mural now under water; the 
front entrance and gate; all the primary school 
teachers gathered at our new building; the 
shine after the storm. 

If you would like to have a look at the large amount of 
work and mission activities that are happening in Niger, 
you can explore the Sahel Academy website or the SIM site. 

http://sahelacademy.com/2.0/ 
http://www.sim.org/ 

If you would also like to see more photos of the floods in 
Niger have a look at these ones blogged here: 

http://networkedblogs.com/Bj2Mc 
 

http://sahelacademy.com/2.0/
http://www.sim.org/
http://networkedblogs.com/Bj2Mc


 

TO SUPPORT OR CONTACT ME: 
If you feel lead to support me financially (I am not at 100% yet,) you can have a look at my website www.MunchkinMissions.com and 
follow the links to see how you can contribute to my work here in Niger, or email JennyParry@MunchkinMissions.com. 
Alternately you can deposit funds directly into the account:  

Jenny Parry,  
BSB: 923100,  
ACCOUNT NO: 81534584,  

Please use your surname as the reference.  
Thank you in advance for partnering with me to serve the people of Niger.  
If you would like to send me anything in Niger my address is:  

Jenny Parry 
c/o SIM Niger 
BP 10065  
Niamey, Niger 
West Africa 

 

Praise to our Father: 
 For healing my back and strength in tiresome days  

 For the new buildings he has provided us with to school the children 

 For providing each displaced family within the Sahel community with new, permanent 

housing 

 For the spirit of community and love that was displayed throughout this crisis 

 That my house and myself and my possessions remain undamaged by the flood  

 For a leadership team that have been working tirelessly, and for the grace their 

families have shown to lend them to us for such long days. 

Prayer requests: 
 For a spirit of strength and thankfulness to rest on all the teachers, students and 

parents as we re-start the school year under vastly different circumstances. 

 For continued wisdom and safety in the recovery of property and restoration of our 

goods from the old school campus. For the ability to save what we can… and let go of 

what we can’t.  

 For the funds to come in to pay rent on the two new school campus’ and also for the 

new furniture needed to replace the damaged.  

 Personally, that God will grant me strength of spirit as well as physical strength. That I 

would be filled with grace and compassion. For Isaiah 40:31 to be real for me, and 

that I will turn to God with all my sorrow and all my needs. 

Thank you for all of the love, support and prayers. I miss you and love you all. 
Shining in the rain. 

Jenny 
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